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The Apollo/Saturn launch t h i s  morning represents  a 
success fu l  demonstration of the  devotion and high q u a l i t y  
workmanship o f  over 3OO,OOO men and women i n  thousands of  
i n d u s t r i a l  p l an t s ,  laboratt.,A5es, t e s t  f a c i l i t i e s ,  universfLies  
and goverrment i n s t a l l a t i o n s .  It a l s o  represents  a demon- 
s t r a t i o n  o f  che high q u a l i t y  t ha t  nas gone i n t o  the design, 
t h e  construction and prepara t ion  f o r  t oday ' s  use of Launch 
Complex 39 a t  Cape Kennedy -- composed of the  world's  l a r g e s t  
machines, bu i ld ing  and automated systems for double and 
t r i p l e  checking v i t a l  elements of high performance i n  
mechanical and e l e c t r i c a l  systems. This complex has c o s t  
$500 mil l ion  and w i l l  be of  great value f o r  a t  least  the next  
50 years .  

I n  a few hours w e  w i l l  have another  v i t a l  t e s t  or' another  
s e t  of systems-- those which have been designed t o  permit men 
t o  r e t u r n  t o  the e a r t h  from d i s t ances  as far  as the Moon and 
a t  speeds of seven miles-per-second, 

The events  of the  space age, including today ' s  use of 
massive power t o  l i f t  6$ mil l ion  pounds from the e a r t h  and 
a t t a i n  speeds of 25,000 miles-per-hour, have demonstrated what 
we will be up a g a i n s t  i f  we drop too far behind. The Apollo/ 
Saturn p r o j e c t  i s  being c a r r i e d  ou t  t o  develop our a b i l i t y  t o  
launch very large machines i n t o  earth o r b i t ,  t o  check them o u t  
t o  be sure  a l l  i s  i n  working order ,  and then send them outward 
t o  the Moon and p l ane t s .  It w i l l  a l s o  enable us  t o  br ing  back 
t o  the earth samples of  the Moon and measurements of the p lane ts .  
These ab i l i t i e s  a r e  v i t a l  t o  g ive  t h i s  Nation the advanced 
ae ronau t i ca l  and space c a p a b i l i t i e s  i t  w i l l  c e r t a i n l y  need i n  
every f i e l d  of  technology. Our hope t o  achieve a peaceful  
world means tha t  we must be able t o  move through the a i r  and 
use the medium of space f o r  peaceful purposes for the  b e n e f i t  
o f  a l l  mankind. 
necessary t o  do the b i g  jobs ahead. 

B i g  ae ronau t i ca l  and space machines a r e  

A t  NASA we know we w i l l  need more than one p e r f e c t  launch 
to make su re  t h a t  we can e f f i c i e n t l y  use such b i g  machines as 
t h e  Apollo/Saturn system, and br ing i n t o  play the  new powers 
they r ep resen t  t o  he lp  achieve t h e  kind of world the  National 
Aeronautics and Space Act of  1958 set  as the ob jec t ive  f o r  
t h i s  agency. We w i l l  proceed as r a p i d l y  as poss ib le  t o  develop 
t h e  f u l l  p o t e n t i a l  of the  APollo/Saturn system t o  achieve these  
ends. 
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The launch today is but  the first s t e p  i n  proving out  
the  end r e s u l t  of many years' work, I t s  success will permit 
us t o  move more rapidly on t o  a second launch and t o  a l l  the 
o the r  t e s t s  necessary t o  show that man can now reach out from 
the e a r t h  toward the  stars f o r  a better understanding and use of 
the forces  and oppor tun i t i e s  which are present  i n  our own s o l a r  
system and in other parts of the universe .  
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